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Ordered, | 
PHAT the Thanks -of this Houſe 
be given to Dr. Tillo;ſon, Dean of 
St, Pauls, fortheSermon'Preachedbefore 
this Houſe Yeſterday ; And that-he be 
deſired to Print the ſame; And that 
Sir Edmund fJenings do acquaint him 


therewith. 
Paul Fodrell, 


Cler. Dom. Com. 
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J returned, and {aw under the ſun, that the race is not 
to the, ſwift, nor the battel to the ſtrong , nor yet 
bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of . under- 
tanding, nor yet favour to men of ſkill ; but time 
and chance happeneth to them all. 


IOTWETEZAE X T tothe acknowledgment 
SES Rez of God's Being , nothing is 
FRA more eſential to Religion, 
_ than the Belief of his Provi- 
f 4 dence, and a conſtant depen- 
| dence upon him, as the great 
Governour of the World, and 
the wiſ - diſpoſe of all the affairs and concern- 
meats -of the children of men : And nothing 
canbe a,greater argument of Providence, than 
that there is ſuch an order of Caules.laid in Na- 
tare, that in ordinary courle every thing does 
ulually attain i its.end ; and yetthart there is ſuch 
2. mixture. of Contingency, as that now and then 
we.cannat tell -how, nor: why, the -moſt likely 
cauſes,do gdeceiye;us, and fail of prodycing their 
ulyal effecs, 
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For if there be a God and a Providence, it is 
reaſonable that things ſhould be thus : Becaule a 
Providence does ſuppole all things ro have been 
at firſt wiſely fram'd, and with a fi:neſs to attain 
their end ; butyet it doesallo ſuppoſe that God 
hath reſerved to himſelf a power and liberty to 
interpoſe, and to croſs as he pleaſes, the uſual 
_ of things; toawaken men to the conſide- 
ration of him, and a continual dependance up- 
on him ; and to teach us te aſcribe thoſe things 
to his wiſe diſpoſal , which, if we never ſaw any 
change, we ſhould be apt to-impute to blind ne- 
ceſlity. And therefore the Wiſe-man, to bring us 
to an acknowledgment of the Divine Providence, 
tells us that thus he-had obſerved things to be in 
this World ; that though they generally happen. 
according to the probability of Second Caules, 
yet ſometimes they fall our quice otherwiſe, 7 | 
returned, and ſaw under the ſun, that the race-is not ta | 
the ſwift, nor the battel to the ftrong, &c. 

The connexion of which Words, with the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, is briefly this. Among mas 
ny other Obſervations which the Wiſe Preacher 
makes in this Sermon of the vanity and uncer- 
tainty of all things in this World, and of the 
miſtakes of men about them, he takes notice here - 
in the Text, and in the Yerſe before it, of two Ex- 

tremes 


de 


the Houſe of Commons. | 
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tremes of human Life : Some, becauſe of the 
uncertainty of all worldly things, caſt off all care 
and diligence, and neglect the uſe of proper and 
probable means; having found by .experience, 
that when men have done all they can, they ma- 
ny times fail of their end, and are diſappointed 
they know not how : Others, on the contrary, 
rely ſo much upon their own kill and induſtry, 
as to promiſe ſucceſs to themſelves in all their 
undertakings ; and preſume ſo much upon ſecond 
| Cauſes, as if no conſideration at all were to be 
had of the Firſt. 

The Wiſe Preacher reproves both theſe Ex- 
tremes, and ſhews the folly and vanity of them. 
On the one hand, of thoſe who fir ſtill, and will 
uſe no care and endeayour, becauſeit may all hap- 
pen to be diſappointed, and to fail of Succeſs : 
Not conſidering, that though prudent care and 
diligence will not always do the bulineſs, yet 
there is nothing to be done without them, in the 
ordinary courſe of things ; and that, in the or- 
derof Second Cauſes, theſe are the moſt likely 
and effeftual means to any end : And therefore, 
rejeting this lazy Principle, he counſels men, 
whatever they propoſe to themſelves, to be very 
diligent and vigorous in the uſe 'of proper means 
forthe arcainment of ic ; in the /erſe _—_— 
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ly before the-Text, Whatever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might. 
Bur then he obſerves alſo, as great a folly and. 


| vanity on the other hand; that they who ma- 


nage their affairs with great wiſdom and indus 
ſtry, are aptto preſume and reckon upon. the cer- 
tain ſuccels of them, withont taking iato confi- 
deration that which in all hnman affairs is moſt 
conſiderable, the favour and bleſling of that al- 
mighty and wife Providence which. rules the 
World; Ireturned, fayshe, and ſaw under the. ſun, 
that the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battel to the 
Frong, SC. 


I returned and ſaw, that is, having confider'd 


on'the-one hand the folly of ſloth and. careleſs- 
neſs, I turned mine eyes the” other way, and 
ſaw as great an errour on the other. hand; in 


menspreſuming'too-much- upon their:own-dili- | 
gence and condu&t, without taking notice of 


the Providence of God. 'For I-have found, ſays 
Solomon, by manifold obleryation, That the fuc- 
ceſs of things does: not always anſwer the proba- 
bilicy- of {ſecond cauſes and means. Sothat the 
ſum of the 'Preacher's advice is-this : Whenthou 


propetindeſtany end'tothy ſelf, be diligent. and 
'vigorous-in'the uſe- of means; and' when.thau 


baſtdone all, look above and beyoad-chele ton 


Superiour 


the Houle of Cotittions.” 
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Superior Cauſe which ovet-fules, 'and ſteers, and | 
ſtops as he pleaſes, all the motions and activity 
of fecond Caufes : And be'tiot confident that all 
things are ever fo wiſely and firmly laid, thax 
they cannot Fail of ſiicceſs. For the Providence 


of God-doth niarty titnes ſtep in,to divert the moſt 


protAtble event of things, and to turn it quite 
another way : And whenever he pleaſeth to do. 
ſo, the moſt ftrong and likely means do fall-lame, 
or fumble; vr by ſome” accident or other tome 
fhore of their end. 
Treturned, and ſaw under the ſun, that is, here 

below, in this inferior World, © "june A 
' That tht #ateis #0t to the ſift : This the Chaldee 
ParapBraſt does underſtand with relation to war- 
like affairs, I beheld, ſays he, and ſaw, that they. 
who art' ſwift as _— mot alwayseſcape in the day of | 
battel; But chuſe rather to underſtand the Words 
in their more obvious ſenſe, that in a Race man 
things may*happer'to hinder him that is ſwiſteſt: 
from winning it. Gor 
-/ Nor the battel to the flrong ; That is, victory and 
ſucceſs in war do not always attend the greateſt 
force and preparations , nor doth thatſide which 
in hurttane effimatibn is Rrongeſt ,. always-pre+, 
vale getibe bene”, 7: 
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Nor yet. byead to the wiſe; Neque doftorum panem 
effe, fo lomeTender c e Words, chat. learned. men: 
are not always ſecured againſt poverty and wane. 
'* "Nr jet riches to menof underſtanding, for lo ſome 
Interpreters, tranſlate the, Wards, Neque induſtriis 
divitias #ſſe , that thoſe, who. take moſt: pajns, 
do hor alwaysget the greateſt eſtates. ' 

' Nor .yet. favour to men of \5kill ;, that is, to 
thoſe'who underſtand men and buſineſs, and how 
ro#pply themſelyesdextrouſly to the inclinations 
and intereſts of Princes and Great men, Others 
interpret theſe Words more generally, Negque pes 
rito/um artificunteſſe gratiam, that. thoſe. who ex-' 
cell moſt ja theis ſeveral Arts. and Profeſſions: do 
not always meet with fſuirable encouragement : 
Bat 'becaufe the Word, which js : here render'd 


favour 2 is'ſo frequently us'd by Solomon-{or. the 


favour of Prices, the former ſenſe ſeems to be 
more eafie and natural. \f 
- But time and chance happeneth to them all ; that is, 
ſairh” Aben Ezra, there is a ſecret Proyidence. of 
od which ſometimes preſents men. with unex- 
peed opportunities, and interpoſech accidents 
which no human wiſdom could foreſee : Which 
gives ſucceſs to very unlikely means,. and;defeats: 
che ſwift,” and the flrong , and. che..learned, 
and the induſtrious, and them that are beſt vers'd 
ol in 


— 


— the Houſe of Commons: 


figns, +! | 0 = 
-. [c ſometimes fallsout, that he that is ſwifteſt,, 
by a fall, or by fainting, or by ſome other un- 
lucky accident may lole the Race. ; 

Ic ſometimes happens, that.a much ſmaller 
and weaker number, by che advantage of ground, 
or ofa pals; by a ſtraiazem, or by a ſudden ſur- 
priſe, or by ſome other accident and opportuni- 
ty, may be victorious over a much greater force. 

And that an unlearned man, in compariſon, by 
favour, or friends, or by ſome happy chance of 
/ ſetting our tothe beſt advantage the little learn- 
| ing he has, before one that hath leſs, may arrive 
at great things; when perhaps at the lame'time, 
the man that is a hundred times more learned 

than he;may be ready to ſtarve. 
| _ And that-men of no great parts and induſtry 
may ſtumble into aneſtate, and by ſome caſual 
hit in Trade, may attain ſuch a Fortune, as the 
man that hath coil'd and drudg'd all his life ſhall 
never be able to reach. Ra 

And Laitly, that a man of nogreat ambition or! 
defign may fall into an opportunity, and by-hap- 
pening upon the molla tempora fandi, ome loft and: 
lucky ſeaſon of addrels, may ſlide iaro his Princes* 
fayour,and all on the ſudden be hoiſted up' to that/ 
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| ;n men and buline(s, of their teveral ends and do- 
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degree: .ph:dignity. of eſteem, as 'the dep gring | 


Man who hath been laying trains to blow up 


Rivals, and waxing opporcunities all his dove to | 
.-worm others ouc and, to skrew orc in, ſhall 


never be able to attain. - 

'The Words thus explain'd contain this qeabral | 
Propoſition, which ſhalt be the adjoſt of wy 
following Diſcourſe. 

That in human affairs the moſt likely means d6-not 
always attain their iend, nov - does "the event eonſlantly | 
anſwer the probability of ſecond cauſes ; but there is a 
ſecret Providence which governs and orver-rules all 
things, and does, when it pleaſes, ancefpoſe to defeat the 
moſt hopeful and. probable deſigns. 

In the: handling. of this Propoſiti Ition Fſhall do 
theſe three things. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall confirm and illuſtrate the truth of 
of it, by an Induftion of the particulars which 
are inſtanced i in, herein the Text. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall give ſome reaſon and account 
of this, why the Providence of God doth ſome- 
times interpoſe to hinder and defeat the moſt pro- 
bable deſigns. 

Thirdly, I ſhall draw ſome inferences from the 
whole, ſuitable tothe occaſion of this Day, In 
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all which I ſhall endeavour. to be as brief 4s con-* | 


veniently I can. 
Fi rſt, Fax 


—————_——_ 
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- Firſt, Forthe confirmation and illuſtration of 
- this/Propolitian, That the nioft. likely means do' not 
always attain their end ; but there is a ſecret Provi- 
dence which overerules and governs all events, and does, 
"when i6 pleaſes, interpoſe to defeat the moſt probable and 
hopeful defizns. This is the general Concluſion 
which S«lomon proves by this InduCtion of particu- 
lars in the Text. And he inftanceth in the moſt 
robable means for the compaſling of the ſeveral 
gods which moſt men'in this World propoſe to 
themſelyes. And the great darlings of mankind 
are Viftory, Riches, and Honour : 1 donot meartion 
Pleaſure, becauſe that feems rather to reſult from 
the ule and enjoyment of the 'other. Now if a 
man deſign /ifory, what more probable means 
to overcome in a Race than {wittneſs > What more 
bkely to-prevail in War than ſtrength? If a man 
aim at Riches, what more proper to raiſe an 
Eſtate than underſtanding and induſtry 2 If a man 
alpire to Honour, what more likely co prefer him 
tothe Kings favour and ſervice than dexte! it / and 
Skill in buſineſs ? And yer experience ſhews thar 
theſe means, as probable as they leem to be, are 
not always ſucc2isful for the accompliſhment of 
their ſeveral ends. 
Or elſe we may ſuppoſe that Solomon by theſe 
Iaſtances did intend to repreſent the chief engines 
and 
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and :nfteamens: of humane«deſtgns and a@Qions: 


' Now there are five things mote eſpecially, which 


doeminently qualify a man for any undertaking ; 
expedition and quickneſs of difpatch ; ſtrength 


and force; providence and forecaſt ; diligence 


and induſtry ; knowledge, and inſight into'men 
and buſineſs: And ſome think that Solomen did 
intend to repreſent theſe ſeveral qualities by the 
leveral inſtances in the Text. The Race is not to 
the ſwiſt, that is, men of the greacelt. expedition 
and diſpatch do not always ſucceed :.For we lee 
that men do ſometimes 'out-run buſineſs, and 
make haſte to be undone. Nor the battel to the 
ſtrong , that is, neither does: force and ſtrength 
always carry it. Nor yet bread to the wiſe; 
which ſome underſtand of the provident care and 
pains of the Husband man, whoſe harveſt isnat 
always an{werable to his labour and hopes. Nor 
Jet riches tomenof underſtanding, or induſtry ; that 
1s, neither is diligence in buſineſs always crown'd 
with ſucceſs. Nor yet favour to menof. kill, that 
1s, neither have they that have the greateſt dexte- 
rity in the management of affairs always the for- 
rune to riſe, And if we take the wordsin this. 
lence, the thing will come much ro one: But [: 
rather approve the firſt interpretation, as being 
le{sforc'd and nearer to the Letter. 
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Sothir the force of Solomon's reaſoning is this. 
If che ſwitteſt do. not always wia the race ; nor 


| the [lrongeſt always overcome in War : If know- 


ledg and learning do not always ſecure men trom 
want; norindultry always make men rich ; nor 
political skill always raiſe men to high place ; 
nor any other means, that car be inſtanced in as 
molt probable, do conſtantly and infallibly ſuc- 
ceed: then it muſt be acknowledg'd that there is 


| ſome other Cauſe which mingles i ſelf wich hu- 


| mane affairs and governs all events; and which 
' can, and does when it pleales, defeat the moſt 


——A —_ 


ſigns: And whatelle canthat be imagin'd to be, 
but the ſecret and over-ruling Providence of Al- 


be the Cauſe of ſuch extraordinary events,. bur 


it of a Divine Power and Wiſdom. 
might be large upon-every. one of theſe [n- 


ſtrong. = 


likely,: and bring to paſsthe moſt improbable de-' 


mighty. God ; when wwe can find no other, we 
are very unreaſonable if we will not admir this to, 


ſtances in the Text, and: 1]{uſtrace chem-by par 
and lively Examples both our of "Scripture: and; 
other Hiſtories. Bur I ſhall briefly pats over all: 
of them ,* but the ſecond; the battel 1s. nat to 'the- 


will obſtinately impute char ro blind Neceſlicy 
or Chance which hath ſuch plain. characters upon. 
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The race is not tothe ſwift. If we underſtand 
this licerally, ic is obvious toevery man toimas! 
gine a great many accidents in a Race, which 
may ſnacch Victory from the [witteſt runner. If we 
underſtand it, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe does, with 
relation to War, that the {witteſt does not.always 
overcome or elcape in the day of Battel ; of this 
Aſabel is an eminenc Inftance, who though he was, 
as the Scripture tells us, light of foot as a-wild Roe, 
yet did he . not eſcape the ſpear of Abner.. 'Ic 
ſeems that among the Ancients, ſwiftneſs was 
look'd upon as a greatqualification ina Warriour, | 
both becauſe it ſerves for a: ſudden: afſaulr.' and 
onſet, and likewiſe for that which in civilicy | 
we call a nimble retreat... And therefore David ; 
in his Poerical Lamentation over thoſe two great 
Captains, Saul and fonathan, takes particular notice 
of this warlike: quality of theirs ; They were, ſays : 
he, ſwifter than Eagles, ſtronger than Lyons: And | 
the conſtant Character which Homer gives of | 
Achilles, one of his principal Hero's, is, that: he | 
was ſwift of foot : The: Poet feigns of him, that | 

{ome charm or gift of the Gods he was inval- 
nerable in all parts of .his body except his heel: 
And that was the part to which he rrufted; and 
in that he:received: his mortal wound: /The-wiſt 
Poet hereby inftryufting us, that many times 

our 
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our greateſt danger lies there, where we place 
our chief confidence and ſafety. 

Nor yet bread to the wiſe, or to the learned, 
The poverty of Poets is Proverbial ; and there 
are frequent inſtances in Hiſtory of eminently 
learned perſons that have been reduced togreat 
ſtraits and neceſſicies, 

Nor yet riches to men of underſtanding : By 
which, whether we underſtand men of great 
parts, or of great diligence and induſtry ; it is 
obvieus to every mans obſervation, that an or- 
dinary capacity and underſtanding does uſual- 
ly lie more level to the buſineſs of a common 
Trade and Profeſſion, than more refin'd and 
elevated parts ; which lie rather for ſpeculation 
than praQtice, andare better fitted for the plea- 
ſure and ornament of converſation, than for the 
toil and drudgery of buſineſs : As a fine Razor 
is admirable for cutting hairs, but che dull 
Hatchet much more proper for hewing a hard 
and knotty piece of timber. And even when 
Parts and Induſtry meet together, they are ma- 
ny times lefs ſucceſsful in ' 4 raiſing of a great 
Eftate, than men of much lower and ſlower 
underſtandings: becauſe theſe are apt to ad- 
mire riches, which is a great ſpur to iaduſtry z 
4 C an 
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and becauſe they are perpetually intent upon 


one thing, and mind but: one buſineſs, from 
which.cheir thoughts never ſtraggle: into. vain 
and-uſeieſs enquiries after knowledge, ornews, 
or publick affairs; all which being foreign. to 


' their buſineſs they leave to thoſe who are, as 


they are wont to ſay of them in ſcorn, more 
curious and too wile to be rich, 


Nor yet favour to men of 5kill, All Hiſtory ts 


full of Inſtances. of the caſtal_ advancement of 


men to great favour and honour, when others, 
who have made it. their ſerious ſtudy and buſti- 
neſs, have fallen ſhort of it. 'F-could give a fa- 
mous Example in this kind, of the manifold 
and manifeſt diſappointment of a whole Order 
of men : the ſlyeſt and moſt ſubtile, in their ge- 
neration, of all the children of this World ; the moſt 
pdlitically inſtituted, and the beſt ſtudyed and 
$kill'd in the tempers and intereſts of men; 
the moſt pragmatical, and cunning to inſinuate 
themſelves into the ' Intrigues of - Courts and 
great Families: and who, by long experience, 
and -an "univerſal. inteHligence , and commus- 
__ _ obſervations, haye . reduced. humane 

fairs, at leaſt, asthey think; to a certain Art 


and Method, and tothe naoſt ſteddy Rules that 
: ſuch 
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ſuchcontingent things are capable of : I believe 
ou all gueſs before-hand whom I mean, even 


the honeſt Jeſuits : And yet theſe menot ſo much 
art and skill have met with as many checks and 


| dilappointments, as any ſort of men ever did : 


They have been diſcountenanc'd by almoſt all 
Princes and States, and, one time or other, 
baniſh'd out of moſt of the Courts and Coun- 
treys of Europe. And it is no [mall argument 
of the Divine Providence, that ſo much cuns» 
ning hath met with ſo little countenance and 
ſucceſs; and hath been fo often, ſo groſly in- 
fatuated , and their counſels turn'd into fooliſh- 
neſs. 

But I promis'd only to mention theſe, and 


| toinhſt upon the ſecond Inſtance in the Text, 


Treturn'd, and ſaw under the Sun, that the battel is 


d | not to the ſtrong, to the Gibborim, the Gyants, for 


, 
E 


pores ng Fwy reſpect to the hiſtory of 


q 


| 


ſo the Hebrew word ſignifies; in which Solomon 


the Iſraelites ſubduing. the Canaunites, a Peo- 
ple of great ſtrength and Rtature, among whom 
were the Gyants, the ſons of Anak: or more pro- 
bably, te the famous encounter of his Father 


| David with the great Goliah. But however thac 


be, the Scripture is full of Examples to this pur- 
C 2 pole 
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poſe; that when the Providence of God is plea- 
{ed to interpole in favour of any fide, it becomes 

211 11888 vidtorious; according to the ſaying of King 
« Chr, 24, 27; Aſa in his prayer to God, it is nothing with thee to 
| belp,. whether with many, or with thoſe that have no 

| | powers. 

| Sometimes God hath defeated great Armies, 
| by plain and apparent Miracles: Such was the 
[FRI drowning, of Pharach and his Hoſt in the Red 
$7111 Sea; and the Stars fighting in their courſes 
vi againſt Siſera ; by which Poetical expreſſion [ 
Walllt ſuppoſe is meant Siſera's being remarkably de- 
ll feated by a viſible hand from Heaven: And 
= ſuch was the deſtruRion of the proud King of 
Aſſyria's Army by an Angel, who ſlew an hun- 
dred and fourſcoure and five thouſand of them 
þ in one night, 

| Sometimes God does this by more humane. 
ways; by ſtriking mighty Armies with a Pa- 
if nick and unaccountable fear ; and ſometimes by: 
By! putting extraordinary ſpirits and courage into 
Wl the weaker hide, ſo that an hundred ſhall' chaſe a 


1 . thouſand, and a thouſand ſhall put ten thouſand to 


' 
(0 . 
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This made David ſo frequently to acknow- 
ledg the Providence of God, eſpecially in the 


affairs of War. There is no Kinz ſaved by the ?ca. 33, 16 


multitude of an Hoſt, neither is a mighty man delivered 


by much ſtrength. And again, T will not truſt in pra. 44. 6, 
my bowe, neither ſhall my ſword ſave me. And Solo- pry, 11. 46 


mon- confirms the ſame obſervation, There is no 3" 
wiſdom, ſays he, nor underſtanding , nor counſel 
againſt the Lord. The horſe is prepared againſt the 
day of battel, but ſafety, or, as ſome Tranſlations 
render it Viftory, is of the Lord. Gideon, by a 
very odd ſtratagem of Lamps and Pitchers, de- 


| feateda very numerous Army, only with three 


hundred men. Jonathan and his Armour-bearer, 
by climbing up a Rock, and coming ſuddenly 
on the back of the Philiſtines Camp , ſtruck 
them with ſuch a terror as put their whole Ar- 
my to flight. King 4/a, with a much ſmaller 
number, defeated that huge Ethiopian Army 
which conſiſted of -a .74illion. And how was 
Xerxes his mighty Army overthrown, almoſt 


' by a handful of Grecians? And, to come nearer 


our ſelves, how was that formidable Fleet of 
the Spaniards, which they preſumptuoully called | 
mvincible, ſhatter'd and broken in pieces, chiefly 
by the Winds and the Sea? So many accidents. 

| are 
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are there, eſpecially in War, whereby the Di 
vine Providence doth lometimes interpole arid 
ive Vitory to the weaker {1de. 

And this hath been ſo apparent in all Ages, 
that even the Heathen did always acknowledge, 
in the affairs of War, af} kl vi of 
Fortune ; by which the wiſer among them did 
underſtand the Divine Providence. Plutarch , 
ſpeaking of the Romans, ſays, that Time and 
Fortune, the very ſame with Solomon's Time and 
Chance here in the Text, did lay the foundation of 
their Greatneſs ; by which he aſcribes their ſuc- 
ceſs to a remarkable Providence of God concurs 
ring with ſeveral happy Opportunities: | 

And'Livy, their great Hiſtorian, bath this re- 
markable Obſervation, That in all human affair:, 


eſpecially in matters of War, Fortune hath a mighty 
firoke. And again, No where, ſays he, is the 


event leſs anſwerable to expeftation than in War ; and 
therefore nothing is ſo ſlight and inconſuderable, which 
may not turn the Scales in a oreat matter, And 
Ceſar himſelf, who was hu the moſt skil- 
ful and proſperous Warriour that ever was, 
makes the ſame acknowledgment; As in all 
other things, ſays he, ſo particularly in War, Fortune 
bath a buge ſway. And Plutarch obſerves. That ' 

there 
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there was no Temple at Rome dedicated to WWi/- 
dom. or Valour, but a moft magnificent and ſtate- 
ly one to Fortune; ſignifying hereby, that they 
did aſcribe their ſuccels infinitely more to the 
| Providence of God, thanto their own Courage 
: and Conduct. LI proceed now, in the 


- Was re ec mn_ © > hw 


! Second place, to give ſome reaſon and ac- 
count of this, Why che Providence of God doth 
| ſometimes thus interpoſe to hinder and defeac 
| the moſt probable deligns of men. To. bring 
' men toanacknowledgment of his Providence, 
| and of their dependenceupon Him, and ſubor- 
dination ro Him:; and that He 1s the great Go- 
vernour of the World, and rules in the Kingdoms 


or. ſay unto him what do#t thou. ; 

: God hath fo order'd things, in. the. admi- 
! niftration of the affairs of the World, as.toen- 
! courage: the ule of means;. and yet ſo, as to 
: keep men ina continual dependence upon _ 
"© fi or. 


f 


19 


IT. 


AS ermon Preacbed before 


—_ 


for the efficacy and ſucceſs of them : To encou- 
rage Induſtry and Prudence, God generally 
rmits things to their natural courſe, and 
to fall out according to the power and 
probability of ſecond Cauſes. 
But then, leſt men ſhould caſt off Re- 


ligion, and deny the God that is above; leſt 
they ſhould truſt in their ſword and their bowe, 


and ſay, the Lord bath not done this; leſt men 
ſhould look upon themſelves as the Crea- 
tors and framers of their own fortune, and 
when they do but a little outſtrip others 
in wiſdom or power, in the skill and 
condu&t of humane affairs, they ſhould 
grow proud and preſumptuous, 'God ' is 
pleaſed ſometimes more remarkably to in- 
rerpoſe, to hide pride from man, as the ex- 


preſſion is in Job; to check the haughtineſs 


and inſolence of mens ſpirits, and to keep 
them within the bounds of modeſty and 
humility; to make us to know that we are 
but men,” and that the reins of the World 
are not in our hands, but that there is One 


above who ſways and governs all things 


here below. 


And 
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And indeed if we ſhould ſappole, in the firſt 
frame of things which we call Nature, an im- 
mutable Order to be fix'd, and all things to go 
on in a conſtant courſe, according to the power 
and force of ſecond Cauſes, without any inter- 
poſition of Providence to ſtop, or alter that 
courſe, upan any occaſion : In this caſe, the 
foundation of a great part of Religion , but 
eſpecially of Prayer to God would be quite ta- 
ken away : ' Upon this Suppolicion, ic would 
be the vaineſt thing in the World to pray ta 
God for the good ſucceſs of our undertakings, 
or to acknowledge Him as the Author of -it : 
For if God do only look on, and permit all 
things to proceed in a ſettled and eſtabliſh'd 
courſe ; then inſtead of praying te God we 
ought to ply the means , and co make the beſt 
proviſion and preparation we can for the effe- 
Cting of what we deltre ; and to rely upon that, 
without taking God at all into our counſel and 
conſideration. For all application to God by 
Prayer doth evidently ſuppoſe, that the Pro- 
vidence of God does frequently interpoſe, to 
over-rule eyents beſides and beyond the natu- 
ral and ordinary courſe of things, and to ſteer 


them to a quite different Point , from that to 
which 


—_ 
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which 'in' hrman probabilicy they ſeem'd to 
trend, F 
So that it is every whit as neceſſary to Reli- 
gion to believe the Providence of God , and 
that He governs the World , and 'does when 
He pleafes, interpoſe in the affairs of it, as that 
He made it at firſt. I come now in the 

Third and laſt place, to make ſome Inferen- 
ces; ſuitabletothe Occafion- of this'Day,: from 


what hath been ſaid upon this Argument : And 


they ſhall be theſe. 


- Firſt, From hence we may learn; not to/ac+ 
count Religion, and time ſpent in the'Service 
of God, and in Prayer to Him fer (his blefling 
upon our endeayours, to be any hindrance to 
onr affairs. For after we have-done all we can, 
the event is ſtil] in Gods hand, and reſts upon 
the diſpofal of his Providence. | 

And did men firmly believe this, they would 
not neple& the duty of Prayer , and behave 
themſelves' ſo careleſly, and unconcernedly, and 
irreyerently in it, as we ſee too many do ; they 
would not look upon every hour that is ſpent 
in Deyotion as loſt 'from their buſinels. 


If 
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If men would but take a view of what hap- 
pen'd to them in the courſe of a long Life, I 
belieye moſt of us-would ſee reafon toacknow- 
ledg? that our proſperity and ſucceſs in any 
kind hath depended more upon happy oppor- 
tunities, upon uadelign'd and unexpected oc- 
currences, than upon our own prudent forecaſt 
and conduct. 

And if this were well conlider'd by us, we 
ſhould not methinks þe ſo apt to leave God our 
of our counſe]s and undertakings, as if he were 
a meer Name and Cypher in the World. Ir is, 
I am -fure, the advice of one that was much 


wiſer and mare experienc'd , than any of us 


— 


will pretend to be, I mean, Solomon , Truſt in proy.z. 5.6. 


the Lord With all thine heart , and leane not to thine 
on underſtanding : In all thy ways ackuowledge him, 
and he ſhall direft thy paths : Be not wiſe in thine own 
eyes, fear the Lord and depart from evil. There is no 
Principle that ought more firmly to be belie- 
ved by usthan this, That to live under a con- 
ſtant ſenſe and awe of Almighty God , ro de- 
pend upon his Providence, and to ſeek his fa- 
your and bleſſing upon all our deſigns, being 
fearlul ro offend Him and careful to pleale 
Him, is a much nearer and ſurer way to ſuc- 
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ceſs , than our own. beſt Prudence and Prepa- 
rations. ' 
And therefore at ſuch a time, more eſpecial- 
ly, when we are going to War, or engaged in 
ir, we ſhould break off our fins by repentance 
and the ſincere reſolution of a better courſe : 
We ſhould earneſtly implore the bleſſing of 
God upon our undertakings ; and not only take 
great care that our Cauſe be juſt, but likewiſe 
that there be no wicked thing amongſt us, to 
drive God out of our Camp ; no accurſed thing, 
that may provoke Him to deliver us into the 
| hands ofour Enemies. It was a particular Law 
Devt. 23. 9. Ziven by God to the Jews, When the Hoſt yoeth 
forth againſt thine Enemy, then keep thy ſelf from eve- 
ry wicked thing ; then, that is, more eſpecially at 
ſuch a time. 
And this is a neceſſary Caution, not only to 
thoſe who are perſonally engaged in the War, 
that by the favour of God they may have their 
heads covered in the day of Battel , or if God 
ſhall ſuffer them to fall by the hand of the Ene- 
my, that having made their peace before hand 
with Him, they may not only have the com- 
fort of a good Caule, but of a goed Conſcience, 
void of offence towards God and men, | 


Buc 


tbe Houſe of Commons. 


25 


But this Caution likewiſe concerns thoſe, 
who are intereſted in the ſucceſs and eyent of the 
War; as we all are, notonly in regard of our 
Lives and Eſtates, but of that which ought to 
be much dearer to us, our Religion and the 
freedom of our Conſciences 5; which are now 
every whit as much at ſtake, as our Civil inte- 
refts and Liberties. And therefore as we ten- 
der any, or all of theſe, we ſhould be very 
careful to keep our ſelves from every Wicked thing ; 
that they who fight for us may not for our fins, 
and for our ſakes, turn their backs in the day 
of battel , and fall by the Sword of the Ene- 
my. 


. Secondly, From hence we may likewiſe learn, 
ſo to uſe the means as ſtill co depend upon 
God ; who can, as he pleaſes, bleſs che Coun- 
{els and endeayours of Men, or blaſt them and 
make them of none effet. For -as God hath 
promiſed nothing but to a wiſe and diligent uſe 
of means , © Mow prudence , -and induſtry, 
and moſt careful preparations may miſcarry, if 
He do not fayour our deſign : For wit 


Him nothing is wiſe, nothing is ſtrong, nothing | 


is able to reach and attain its end. 
Ve 
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We ſhould indeed uſe the means as vigorouſly, 
as if God .did..nothing ;. and when we have 
done {o, we ſhould depend upon God for the 
ſucceſs of thoſe means, as if we our ſelves had 
done nothing ,' but did expect all from his fa- 
your and blefling : For when all is done , we 
are only ſafe under his ProteRtion, and ſure of 
lucceſs from his Bleſſing. 

For whatever vain and faoliſh men may ſay in 
their bearts, There is, There 35 a God, that made 
the World, and adminiſters the affairs of it wich 
great Wiſdom and Goodnels ; elſe how came 
any! of -us jinto:Being, or what do we here ? 
Did we not moſt aſſuredly believe that there is 
| a God, that governs the World and ſuper-in- 
tends humane affairs ; the firſt wiſh of a Wiſe 
man would'be., to: cal ou. of Being, 4f he 
conld& ;.and-caht the;ſamne Chance or Necefiity, 
that brought him into'rhe World , would take 
the fuſt opportunity to carry him out. For to 
be every. moment liable to-preſent, and great, 
and certain _Evils;;  and:to: havemo ſecurity a- 
gainlt the continuance of them, or the return of | 
the Yame or worſe Evils ;; nor to have any aſ- 
durance of a better and more durable Rate of | 
reſt and happineſs hereaſter, is if.eruth ſo very 

| melancholy 
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melancholy a meditation, that I do not know any 
conſideration in the World :that'is of force and 

wer enough to ſupport the mind of man un- 
der it : And'were there not in the World a Be- 
ing, that is wifer,”and hetter,, and more power- 
ful chan our ſelves, and that keeps things from 
running into endleſs confuſion and diſorder ; 
a Being that loves us, and takes care of us, and 
that will certainly confider and reward all the 
good 'that”'we do, and all'the evil that we 
ſuffer upon his account, Ido not ſee what req- 
ſon any man eould haye to take any comfort 
and joy in Being/, or to wiſh the continuance 
of it for one moment. Wh OTROS 


Thirdly and laſtly, The Confideration of 
what hath been ſaid uponthis Argument, fhould 
keep us from being too ſanguine and confident 
of the moſt likely deſigns and undertakings ; 
becauſe theſe do not alwayes anſwer the proba- 
bility of ſecand Cauſes and Means ; and never 
lels, than when we do with the greateſt confi- 
dence rely upon them ; when we promiſe moſt 
to ourſelves from them , then are they moſt 
likely to deceive us : They are, as the Prophet 
compares them, [like 4 broken reed, which a man 

may 
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may walk with in his hand, whilſt he layes no 
great ſtreſs upon it ; but if he truſt to it, and 
lean his whole weight on it, it will not only 
fail him, but eyen pierce him through. 

And we cannot doa greater prejudice to our 
affairs, when they are in the moſt hopetul and 
likely condition to ſucceed and do well , than 
to {ſhut God and his Providence out of our 
counſels and conſideration. When we paſs God 


| by, and take no notice of Him , but will rely 


upon our own wiſdom and ftrength , we pro- 
yoke him to leaye us in the hands of owr own coun- 
fel, and to let us ſee what weak and fooliſh 
Creatures we are : And a man is never in grea- 
ter danger of drowning , than when he claſps 
his arms cloſeſt about himfelf : Beſides , that 
God loves to reſift the ſelf-confident and-pre- 
ſumptuous, and to ſcatter the proud in the imagi- 
nation of their hearts. | 
Andas inall our concernments we ought to 
have a great regard to God, the Supreme diſpo- 
ſer of all things , and earneſtly to ſeek his fa- 
your and blefling upon all our undertakings , 
ſo more eſpecially -in the affairs of War ; in 
which the Providence of God is pleas'd many . 
times in a yery peculiar manner to ma 
T os 
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and intereſt it ſelf : And there is great reaſon to 
think he does ſo; becauſe all War is, as it were, 
an Appeal to God , and a reference of thoſe 
Cauſes to the deciſion of his Providence, which 
through the pride , and injuſtice, and perverſe 
paſſions of men, can receive no other determi- 
nation. 

And here God loves to ſhew himſelf, and 
in an eminent manner to take part with Right 
and Juſtice again{t choſe mighty Oppreſſours of 


the Earth, who like an overflowing flood would - 


bear down all before them :- In this caſe, the 
Providence of God is ſometimes pleas'd to give 
a remarkable check to great Power and Vio- 
lence, and to One that vainly gives out himſelf 
not unequal to the whole World, by .very weak and 
conttemptible means ; and, as the Apoſtle ele- 
gantly expreſleth it, by the things which are not, to 


bring to nought the things that are : And to lay to 


Him, as God once did to the proud King of 


Aſſyria : Whom haſt thou reproached and blaſpbemed , 16. $7. 23, 
and againſt whom. haſt thou exalted thy voice, and lif- 2%» 27» 23» 


ted up thine eyes on high ? even againſt the Holy one 

of Iſrael, Haſt thou not heard long ago, that 1 bave. 

done it ; and of ancient times that T have formed it ? 

Now have I brought it to paſs, that thou ſhouldeſt be. 
| E 
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to lay waſt defenced Cities into ruinows heaps : There- 


fore their Inhabitants were of ſmall power , they were 


diſmayed and confounded, &c. But I know thy abode, 
and thy gang eut, and thy coming in, and thy rage 


| againſt me: Becauſe thy rage againſt me , and thy tu- 


mult is come up inta mine ears , therefore will | put 
my hook into thy noſe, and my bridle into thy lips, and 
T will turn thee back by the way by which thou cameſt. 
----- The zeal of the Lord of Hoſts ſhall do this, 
But more eſpecially, in vindication af his 
opprefled Truth and Religion, and in the grear 
and ſignal Deliverances of his Church and Peo- 
ple, God is wont to take the conduR of affairs 
inco his own hands, and not to proceed þy hn- 
mane rules and meaſures: He then bids ſecond 
Caules to ſtand by, that his own Arm may be feen, 
and bis Salvation may appear : He raiferh the ipi- 
rits of men abovetheir natural pitch, and giveth 


 po'ber to the faint, . and to them: that have no might be: 


increaſeth. ſtrength, as the Prophet expreſerh ic. 
Thus hath the Providence -of God very vi- 
fibly appear'd in our late Deliverance; in ſuch a 
manner,as I know not whether He ever did for 
any other Nation, except the People of Ifrach 


when He delivered them {om the: Flonſe of Bone * 


dage by ſa mighty a hand and fo outfiretehe4 an arm.: 
And 


ual 
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And yet too many among us, [ ſpeak it this da 
ro our ſhame,do not ſeem co havethe leaſt ſenſe 
of this great Deliverance,or of the hand of God 
which was ſo viſible in it ; but like the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael when they were brought out of 
Egypt, we are full of murmwrings and diſcontent 
againſt God the Auchor, and his Servant the 
happy Inftrument under God of this our Deli- 
verance, What the Prophet ſayes of that Peo- 
ple,” may | fear be too juſtly apply'd to us, Let 
favour be ſhewn to the wicked , yet will be not learn 16. 26, to, 
righteouſneſs ; in the Land of uprightne ſs be will deal in. 
unjaſtly, and will not behold the Mafeſty of the Lord : 
Lord, When thy band is lifted up, they wall not ſee ; 
but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed: And I hope I 
may add that which follows in the next verſe , 
Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us ; for thou alſo baſt 
wrought all our works for us. What God hath al- 
ready done for our deliverance is , I hope, an 
earneſt that He will carry it on to a perfect 
peace and ſettlement ; and this, notwithſtand- 
ing our high provocations and horrible ingrati- 
rude to the God of our Life, and of our Salvation. 
And when ever the Providence of God 
thinks fir thus to interpoſe in humane affairs , 


the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battel to the ſtrong : 
Q 2 For 


[| 
| 
| 
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For whichreaſon their Maje3twes , in their great 
Piery and Wiſdom, and trom a jult ſenſe of the 
Providence of Almighty God , which rules in 
the Kingdoms of men , have thought fic to. (et 
apart this Day tor ſolemn repentance and humi- 
hacion: That the many and heinous Sins, 
-which we in this Nation have been , and ſill 
are guilty of, and- which are of all other our 
greateſt and moſt —_— Enemies, may aot 
ſeparate hetween God and us, and hinder good things 
from us, and cover us with confuſion in the day 
of our danger and diſtrels : And likewiſe, ear- 
.nefily ro implore the favour and bleſfing of 
Almighty God upon their Majeſties Forces and 
Preparations by Sea.an Land : And more par- 
ticularly , for the prelervation of bis Majeities 
ſacred Perſon, upon whom (o much depends, 
and who is contented again to hazard Himſelf 
to ſave us. 


To conclude ; There is no ſuch way to en- 
age the Providence of God for us, as by real 
Repentance and Reformation; and by doing 
all we can, in our ſeveral Places from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, by the proviſion of wile - 
and effetual Laws for the diſcountenancing and 

ſupprefling 
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ſuppreſfling of Profanenels and Vice, and by 
the careful and due execution of them, and by 
the more kindly and powerful influence of a 
good Example, to retrieve the ancient Piety 
and Virtue of the-Nation : For without this, 
what ever we may think of the firmneſs of our 
preſent ſettlement, we cannot long be upon 
good terms with Almighty God, upon whoſe 
tayour depends the: proſperity and ſtability of 
the preſent and future Times. A 8 

I have but-one thing more to mind you of ; 
and that is,.to ſtir up your charity towards the 
poor ;. which is likewiſea great part of the Du- 
ty of this. Day, and which ought alwayes to 
accompany our Prayers and: Faſtings : Thy 
Prayers and thine Almes, ſaith the Angel-to Cornelius, 
are come up before God : And therefore if we de- 
fare that our Prayers ſhould reach Heaven, and 
receive a gracious anſwer from God ,. we. muſt 
{end up our Almes along with them. 

And inſtead of. all other arguments to this 
purpoſe, I ſhall only recite ro you the plain 
and perſuaſive words of God Himlelf, in which 
He declares what kind of Faſt is acceptable to 
Him : Is it ſuch a Fait as I have choſen. a Day for yg, 0. 2. 
.4 man to afflift his soil * Is it.to bow down his bead 6,&c: 
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as a'bullruſh, to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under him ? 
Wilt thoy-call this a Faſt, and an acceptable Day ts 
the Lord ? Is not this the Faſt that 1 have choſen ? 
To loofe the bands of wickedneſs, and to undo the 
he avy hurthens, and to let the oppreſſed go free , and 
that ye break every yoke : 1s it nat to deal thy bread to 
the hungry, -and that thou bring the poor that are caſt 
out to thine houſe ; when thou ſeeſt the naked that thou 
cover bum , and that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine 
own fleſh, Then ſhall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thy ſalvation ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; 
thy righteouſnes, or thine Alms, ſhall go before thee, 
and the glory of the Lord ſhall be thy rere-ward : 
Then ſhalt thou call, and 1 will anſwer thee ; thou 
ſhalt cry, and He ſhall ſay, bere I am. 

Now-to Him that futteth upon the Throne, and 
to the Lamb that was ſlain : To God',. even our 
Father, and to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the fof be- 
gotten from the dead , and the Prince of the Kings 
of the earth : Unto Him , who hath loved us , and 
Waſhed us from our ſms in bis own blood ; and hath 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God and his Father : 
To Him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 


And 
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And the Gad of 'Peate , that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jeſus, that 'great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, through the bluod of the everlaſting Covenant , 
make you perfect in every good work to do bis WAll , 
working in you that Which 1s well-pleaſing in bis ſight ; 
through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory , for ever and 
ever, Amen. 
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